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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The following Letter was wrote to a Lady 
in the Country, without any Intention of 
- publiſhing it. To this Edition ſome 
Notes are added that were not neceſlary 
in the Original Letter. 
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Sir CHARLES GRANDISON. 
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1 HAVE, at your - Ladyſhip's De- 
ſire, read the Hiſtory of Sir 
Charles Grandiſon ; and, in com- 
pliance with your Requeſt, ſend you 


my Thoughts of it. 


I ſuppoſe you have gone through Y 
all the ſix Volumes by this Time, 


and I believe you will be greatly 


"Re with the whole (a very few 


5 "A ; 
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Things excepted) 'till you come to 
the latter End of the fifth Volume ; 
and there it ſeems as if Mr. R 


7 


begun to conſider himſelf as a Book- 
ſeller as well as an Author ; which 


I am apt to think was what he had 


in View when he publiſhed his Pa- 
mela and Clariſſa, or he could not, 
in writing for Reputation only, have 
ſurfeited us ſo much with tedious | 
Repetitions and very trifling unen- 
tertaining Circumſtances. And yet 
I cannot but think he takes a wrong 
Method of getting Money, by en- 
hancing the Price according to the 
Number of Volumes he produces: 
For I am well aſſured, that if his 
Pamela had been in three Volumes 
Twelves, and his Clariſſa in five, 
they would have paſſed through 
many more Editions than they ever. 
will as they are. I do not, I believe, 

expreſs 


„ 

e es aalg Prep, W. 
three Volumes and five Volumes ; 
becauſe, according to the Manage- 
ment of this laſt Work, he might 
have made his our Volumes of Pa- 
mela fix, and Clariſſa nine. But 
I mean a Quarter or third Part 
ſhould be left out. 


IJ wonder that a Man, who could 
write Things in fo maſterly a Man- 
ner as are the Jealouſy of Pamela 
and ſome other Scenes in that Book: 
In Clariſſa, the ſpirited Letters of 
Lovelace and  Belford, the Pedant, 
the Converſation at the Ball, after 
Lovelace had left Clariſſa, and' the 
Quarrelling Scene betwixt Lovelace 
and Col. Morden, with many excel- 
lent Reflections of Clariſſa, could 
throw in ſo much poor Stuff as he 
does into thoſe Stories. The ſteady 
TIE of Miſs Howe to the laſt, 
| B 2 in 
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in this Book of Clariſſa, is 514 
charming and affecting. 


The ſame unequal Parts will; ap- 
pear to your Ladyſhip on reading 
Sir Charles Grand en. You will 
fay, that the Converſation betwixt 
Lord L— and Sir Thomas Gran- 
diſon on Lord B aſking his 
Daughter in Marriage: and Sir 
Charles Grandiſon's Addreſs to Lady 
Beauchamp, are truly Characteriſtick, 
and finely hit off. Vou will admire 
a Letter of Sir Charles to his Friend | 
Feronymo, on Libertiniſm. I know 
you will ſay, there is a Profuſion of 
Wit and Fancy in Lady 1 
Converſation and Letters: That 
Olvia's Letter to Sir Charles, is ad- 


mirably well wrote: And that the 
| Madneſs of Clementina, and the 
Scenes that paſs in Italy, are ini- 
mitably fine. I don't know any 


body 


body could have written theſe Things 
better. The Obſervations on the 
Difference betwixt a Man of Learn- 
ing and a Linguiſt in the firſt Vo- 
lume are very juſt. The Arguments 
againſt Duelling ſhould not be for- 
got, which are, I think, as good as 
any I have read. And the Conver- 
ſation and Letters of the Counteſs of 
D-—— likewiſe deſerve great Praiſe. 
There is indeed a great deal-of good 
Language, and noble Sentiments 
throughout the whole Work. Sir 
Charles himſelf is greatly good: 
Pious, humane, generous, and brave. 
He conſiders himſelf in the Circum- 
ſtance every Man ſtands, to owe a 
Duty to God, his Neighbour and 
himſelf. We cannot form the Idea 
of a Gentleman, who is ignorant that 
there are certain Duties, which be- | 
long to him to perform in each of 


theſe 


wo © * . 
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theſe Relations, as 4 Man, Sir 
Charles is very active in the Diſ- 
| charge of them all. He forgets not 
that ſome Acts of Service, ſome Ac- 


knowledgement, ſome Homage, is 
due from a Creature to its Creator. 


The Idea of the Exiſtence of a 


Deity naturally ariſing from the Sur- 
vey of our own Faculties and 
Powers, as well as from every Object 
without, will force a Conſent to this 
Truth“. Sir Charles, then, is piows : 


His Piety is a rational Piety, with- 


out Oſtentation or Enthufiaſm. He 
does not reſt here; but is ſuperla- 
tively good in every Act of Hu- 
manity : He is zealous in good 


Works; ſeeks all Occaſions of exer- 


1 Mr. * os that the "FRY of a God 
is not only certain, but demonſtrable ; that it is 
the moſt obvious Truth that Reaſon — Ma and 
its Evidence equal to mathematical Certainty. 


cifing 
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ciſing the Benevolence of his en- 
larged Heart. He is virtuous and 
temperate in himſelf, makes all cha- 
ritable Allowances for the Failings 
of others; and, like a true Chriſ- 

tian, is ready to return Good for 

Evil. He is, beſides, intrepid in the 


Diſcharge of his Duty: No Fatigue 


is too much for him; no Dangers 


affright him. And it is to be ob- 


ſerved, that he is not altogether con- 


ſtitutionally good, as is the Caſe 
with ſome of our phlegmatic Mo- 
ralifts * : But in the Hey-day of the 


* Mr. R, to heighten the Character of 
his Hero, often acquaints us that he is paſſionate . 
and diſpoſed to Intemperance and Exceſs : but, 
like Socrates, he maſters the evil Tendencies to 
which he was ſubject by his natural Conſtitution: _ 
It were to be wiſhed that every Man who, values 
himſelf upon his ſuppoſed Merit, would ſtrictly 
examine himſelf upon this Matter of Conſtitution; 


and 


— 
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Blood, (as Shakeſpear calls it) he 
reins in every turbulent Paſſion. He 
is with all this, the moſt gay and 
lively Man in all Companies : In 
ſhort, he is, in-every good Senſe of 
the Word, 4 gallant and fine Gen- 
tleman. 


Nor do I think the Character at 


all outre ; but very imitable : imi- 


table by a Chriſtian; but not, I 
think, by any one of other Princi- 
ples. I have heard and read all that 
can be ſaid in Favour of Moral 
Truth, and the Lovelineſs of Virtue : 
And would allow them their due 
Weight. Mr. Wollaſton has very 


and not preſume too much upon ſome cafual Acts 
of Goodneſs, unleſs he be certain that a right 


Principle was the ruling Motive. Seneroſity, 
Peaceableneſs, Chaſtity, may poſſibly proceed 


only from a Milkineſs of Blood, a natural Timi- 
dity, and a Coldneſs of Conſtitution. Much more 
to this Purpoſe might be mentioned. 


finely 


. N 


finely delineated the Religion Ma- 
ture, under the former Rule: but I, 
muſt beg Leave to ſay, there wants 
a Sanfion to theſe Rules. He him 
felf in ſome Meaſure makes this 
Acknowledgment, towards the Cloſe 


of his excellent Book. My. Lord 


 8Shafteſbury is a very Bigot in his 
| Notion of the Beauty of Virtue : and 
talks as confidently. of its being a 
ſufficient Rule and Motive, as if he 
were laying down a ſelf- evident Pro- 

poſition. Very. few, I doubt, would 
| be uniformly good, on the Strength 
of theſe Motives only. It muſt be 
a clear and well-ordered Mind, that 
perceives their Force: blinded by 
Paſſion, or borne down by Intereſt, 
they are no Match for the Depravity 

of the Matural Man. And what is 
to become of the Multitude ? My 

Lord Shafteſbury himſelf confeſſes, 
—T C they 


i we 1 

they want a ſtronger Motive; the 
Clergy muſt take care of them: 
That is tantamount to ſaying, a di- 
vine Revelation is neceſſary for the 
Bulk of Mankind, he might truly 
enough have ſaid for the Be; and 
he would have agreed in Opinion 
with ſome of the wiſeſt of his be- 
loved Heathen Philoſophers. - But 
the Clergy betray the Cauſe: And 
inſtead of preaching out- of the 
Word of God, they name a Sentence 
out of dt, take no more Notice of 
it; but cook up an Eſſay on the 
Nectitude of our Nature, or ſome 
ſuch flimſy Argument, which in 
flowing Language ſtrikes the Fancy, 
but affects not the Heart; and then 
the Taſk is done. I very much fear, 
the aſtoniſhing Wickedneſs that pre- 
vails amongſt the lower Sort of Pco- 
ple, is in part owing to this con- 
temptuous 


L 
* 
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temptuous Slight put upon the Go- 
pel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Leaving theſe Reflections, which 

I was led into by confidering the 
many great Qualities of this Chriſtian 
Hero, Sir Charles Grandiſon: You 
will expect me to proceed in my 
Remarks on the Book. After what 
I have ſaid in Praiſe of the Author, 
it grieves me to obſerve, that he has 
introduced ſuch whining, and cry- 
ing, and kneeling, as is very abſurd, 
and no where in practice, except 
amongſt the Pamelas and Clariſſas, 
&c. of his own making. Then ſo 
many ſweet bleſſed Words — Lan- 
guage that would better become an 
old Nurſe than any of the Parties 
that uſe them: And ſo much of 


| God be thankd, and God bleſs, and 


God reward, that I thiok it is quite 
taking the Name of God in vain: 
C 2 For 


67.29] 
For God is no more thought of in 
theſe Expreſſions, than by a Perſon 
who makes a Cuſtom of affirming 
any thing by his ever-to-be-revered 


Name. They are mere Expletives, 


that really debaſe the Style; ; and are 
much too frequently uſed. 

I muſt make one Remark to your 
Ladyſhip here, and I wiſh Mr. 
R n was appriſed of it. Amongſt 
People of Diſtinction, I have fre- 
quently heard it ſaid, Have you read, 
Sir Charles Grandiſon ?—Yes—Pray 
what do you think of it I like a 


good deal of it: But I don't know 


what : it is low + This, which gives 
a general Comment upon the Book, 
is nothing more than the frequent 


Uſe of the Words I have Juſt men- 
tioned : as I believe your WE a 


will find. 


How- 


1 


„ 
However, there are Faults: And 
the next I ſhall mention to your La- 
dyſhip, is the ridiculous Behaviour 
of e in getting out of Lord 
's Chariot, on Sight of her 
Mother, and going into a Mercer * 
Shop to aſk her Bleſſing, and pay 
four Guineas for her; when ſhe had 
not long before made up her Ap- 
pointment four hundred Pounds a 
Year. She was not a child, be- 
cauſe we are told that ſhe was old 
enough to give Miſs Byron ſome 
Apprehenſions on Sir Charles's Ac- 
count. She appears here little bet- 
ter than a Driveller ; though one 
may ſee Mr. R „ intends her for 
a charming Girl in his Way, and 
that ſhe is to be the Wife of Beau- 
champ. One may notwithſtanding 
compliment him, in applying the 
Words of an excellent Poet, 


Great 


9 Milton 8 772 ing on | Imoer Themes 


ſubſides. 


He does not write theſe Parts well 
or natural; though he abounds with 
them, and fe to be fond of them 
1 in all his Works. His Perfection of 
writing is an elevated ſpirited Part“. 
I cannot forgive him two or three 
Letters of Miſs Byron to Lady G 
When you examine the occaſion, 
and conſider that Lady G—— tells 
Miſs Byron, her Lord and ſhe are 
pretty well together, and that be 
cannot find i in her Heart to make him 
very ſerious : I believe you will think 
Miſs Byron's Severity unſeaſonable 


* He cannot write naturally, when Occaſion 
requires him, for Perſons in low Life. For Mr. 
Rus Perfection in writing, Vid. p. 3, 4, 
and 23 of this Letter, 


and 
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and unmerited. Mr. R———2 will 
ſay, would you have Miſs Byron 
countenance Lady G Le- 


dity, and % be a Partaker in her 
Fault? No; I would not have 
her do that: Nor would I have her 
ow ſuch an intemperate Spirit in 
the Recrimination: For the Letter 
which occaſions this Reprimand, 
does not require it. There is a Dif- 
ference betwixt gently rubbing a ſore 
Place, and unmereifully ſeratching 


it. It alters Miſs Byron's Character 


to put ſo much of the Vixen Spirit 
in her. She indeed, in her laſt Let- 
ter, pretends to excuſe herſelf by 
ſaying ſhe is not well. Valetudina- 
rians, in a Scheme of the Spectators 
or Tatlers, I forget which, ſhould 


keep themſelves at home, and not 


trouble Company with their Peeviſh- 
neſs. It the Letters had been ge- 
e | nuine, 


TY 
nuine, the Editor for the ſame Rea- 
ſon ſhould have ſuppreſſed theſe, that 
were ſo likely to give offence. It is 
very idle in him to make Miſs Byron 
ſay, ſhe is not well. If Mr. R 
thought they wanted an Excuſe, he 
ſhould have told us, by way of Note, 
that he was in a peeviſh Humour, 
and not well ant when he wrote 
them. 

It happens very an too PR 
the Character of Miſs Byron, that 
ſhe does not take theſe Liberties till 
ſhe thinks ſhe is ſure of Sir Charles 
Grandiſon. She was before a good 
modeſt Girl, and did not preſume to 


tutor and correct, in ſo petulant a 
Manner, her Betters. Lady G— 
very gently and genteely rebukes her, 
with only ſaying, Marry iny Bro- 
ther, and then know your Conſequence. 
No doubt, a great deal i Is implied i in 


theſe 


E 
theſe Words: But why would Mr. 
R „ hurt one of his principal 
Characters, by making her give Oc- 
caſion for them? He really ſinks | 
his amiable Miſs Byron into a dictat- | | 
1 ing conceited Clariſſa. 

He again loſes the ingenuous, 
frank-hearted Girl, when Sir Charles = 
Grandiſon has put the finiſhing 
Hand to his upid Courtſhip. Ho- 
neſt Miſs Howe warns Clariſſa againſt 
the Capriciouſneſs ſhe perceived in 
her; and deſires her to conſider her 
Situation : But ſhe will not follow 
her good Advice. Lady G 
cautions Miſs Byron againſt Froppiſh- 
neſs and girliſb Tricks ; and repeatedly 
begs her not to let the leaſt Shadow of 
Female Affectation appear in her Ac- 
ceptance of Sir Charles's Offer: For 
that would much endear her to her 
Brother. This, taken together with 

D Miſs 
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Miſs Byron's Character, and the 


Paſſion ſhe had diſcovered for Sir 
Charles, would, I think, have made 
one expect, that ſhe would have 


poſtponed the fixing a Day, if it 
was neceſſary ſo to do, with a bet- 
ter Anſwer than, I nut not be pre- 
cipitated; theſe are very early Days 
with us, Sc. Mr. R could 
have wrote a better Anſwer, I am 


| ſure (it would have been very eaſy 


to do it) if he had conſidered about 
it. And he ſhould have conſidered a 
little; and not have ſuffered this 
Anſwer to have been given : becauſe 
it is a delicate Part of the Lady's 
Behaviour, and ought to be ſuitable 
to the Dignity of her Mind, and the 
Frankheartedneſs he fo extols in her. 
Clementina on ſuch an Occaſion 
would have ſpoken more worthy of 
herſelf. 

Sir 


** 
ö 
g 
: 
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Sir Charles Grandiſon's Behaviour 
in his Courtſhip appears to be in- 
ſufferably vain, maſked under an 
extreme ceremonious Foppington- 
like Air. It is ſurpriſing that Sir 
Charles ſhould bring over again, in 
ſo ample a Manner, the Hiſtory of 
himſelf and Clementina; when he 
| had told it before to Miſs Byron, and 
had given Leave to Dr. Bartlett to 
furniſh the reſt, and had left Letters 
with Mrs. Shirley to complete the 
Story. He loves to hear bimſelf 
talk. The vxpreſhon, Madam, is 
ſuitable to the Idea I have of this 
Converſation, What a Figure does 
he make amongſt the three Women, 
Grandmother Shirley, Aunt Selby, 
and Miſs Byron; whilft he is re- 
counting, and they, ſwallowing the 
Praiſes of Clementina's Excellencies. 


"1 think it would be a good Subject 
ns for 


(20 ] 


for Mr. Hogarth to entertain us 
with *. Sir Charles could not be 
ignorant of the Situation of Miſs 


Byron's Mind : She often pretends 
that ſhe could not bear to think of 
a divided Heart : Sir Charles how- 
ever is reſolved not to give her Deli- 
cacy any Favour. He acknowledges 
the Beauty of Miſs Byron's Perſon : 
But Perſon was. never much regarded 


by him: if only took his Eye like a gay 


Parterre; and till Clementina has 
an angelic Soul : And that was al- 
ways his firſt Conſideration. He 
coldly compliments. her afterwards, 
tis true, with calling her, equally 


* Mr. Highmore has been ſo ſtruck with the 
Figure Clementina makes in Mr. R 's ad- 
mirable Deſcription of her, that he has, ſince 


this Letter was wrote, drawn an excellent Pic- 


ture of her at full length; and in her Counte- 


nance is well expreſſed the Dignity and Diſorder 
of an elevated Soul, 


ence. 


| 
| 
| 
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excellent Miſs Byron. In a word, 
he urges his prior Love; and at leaſt 
equal Excellence too far, not to 
wound the Delicacy of the Lady he 


addreſſes himſelf to: Which makes 


it the moſt awkward and unbecom- 
ing Courtſhip, that ever was put in 
print. In his firſt Converſation with 
Mrs. Shirley he has the Aſſurance to 
preſs for an early Day for the Sake 
of Clementina : And he repeats it in 
his Addreſs to Miſs Byron, amongſt 


the other Ladies. Honeſt Selßhy had 


ſaid (and he was right), Sure it 


ſhould be a little for his own Sake. 


No ſuch Matter, Mr. Selby ; he 


knows that your Niece and all of 


you would be glad to have him at 
any Rate. In the laſt Conference 


he has on this Subject with Miſs 


Byron alone, he is at it again, about 


his Clementina. And what is the 


COn— 
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concluding Anſwer of Miſs Byron? 
It was barbarous all along, and ill 
_ judged of Mr. R——z to give fo 
much Reaſon for the Propriety of 
it. Her Anſwer is, © I fear I am 
«© not ſo deſerving as Lady Clemen- 
« tina.” 

There is a very long and fooliſh 
Letter of Lady G 


's to Mis 
Byron, quite out of her uſual Way 
of Writing, wherein She labours to 
give her Brother Praiſe for his Man- 
ner of courting. Mr. R——2 here 
again ſeems conſcious that he has 
been too prolix; and that this ex- 
traordinary Courtſhip ſtood in Need 
of ſome colouring over: But this 
Dawbing of Lady G-——'$ has not 


mended the Matter a bit. The reſt 
of the ſixth Volume is very trifling ; 
excepting only the Letters which 


paſt betwixt Sir Charles Grandiſon 


and 


{a3 
and the good and generous Mr, 
Deane. This Part is the Work of 
the Author Mr. R u, and like 
himſelf. As is alſo the Behaviour 
of Sir Charles to Mr. Greville, at 
Northampton, which is in the true 
Spirit of a Gentleman. 


My Obſervations are not very mi- 
nute, nor very methodical: I do not 
intend they ſhould be ſo, as I write 
to your Ladyſhip with the Freedom 
of a favour'd Friend; and only give 
you my Thoughts on the principal 
Matters, as they occur to me. If I 
had proceeded in order, I ſhould be- 
fore now have taken notice of Mr. 
R——7z's pathetic Manner of mov- 


ing the Paſhons, in which he is very 
excellent: and no Man goes beyond 
him in Deſcriptions. You ſee every 
Scene as if preſent in real Life. Did 
it not pleaſe you, to ſce the Eſcape 

of 
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of Pamela from Lady Davers, with 


fierce Colebrand by her Side, down 


the Elm Walk ? Could you read the 
Deſcription of Clariſſa's ill Uſage at the 
Bailiff's Houſe; and the ſolemn Cir- 
cumſtances of her Funeral, without 
Tears? In the ſame Manner you 
almoſt feel the Diſorder, the Doubt- 
ings, and Struggles of Clementina's 
noble Soul. Though no Man alive 
would be farther from intending to 
debauch the Minds of Youth by im 
pure Ideas, than Mr. R———7 nk. 
Yet ſo rich is his Imagination, that 
he cannot help being perhaps too 
lively and particular in ſome Scenes : 
for he in pleaſing Raptures carries 


us to bed to the blooming Pamela; 


we claſp ker in our Arms; and are 
almoſt as happy in Thought as Mr. 
B- himſelf. Clarifja's Charms 


are all diſplayed before our Eyes, 


her 


FT. 
EA lovely hake Boſom, at N 


. 


türn'd Limbs, expoſed i in the strug- 
gling. —We can hardly = avoid being, 
fired with the warm ' Deſcription :_ © 
And i imagine with Lovelace, that he 2 
might hurt the tendereft and lovelieſt 
of” all her Beauties. Beſides the Spi- $ 
rit, wich which it is natural for 
Mr. R——- to draw every Scene, 4 
he lhe have a Reaſon for being 
ſo particular here.” Becauſe 1 it ſhould 
n6t be faid, that Matters were not 
carried far enougli for a Trial of 
Pamela's or Clariſſa's 8 Virtue. But 
ſtill I am of Opinion that neither of 
the two Gentlemen conducted them 
ſelves ſo, as to overcome an ordinary | 
Share of Virtue. FR: 

I will not renew this subject; b 
which we have talked over before, 
but proceed to take Notice of a 
way" extraordinary Dream of Miſs 


E Byron 85 
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Byron's, in the fixth Volume of - 
Grandiſon's Hiſtory, I am at a loſs. 
to know what Mr. R 7 means 
by giving us this Dream. He has 
worked it up with a ſtudied Confu- 
fion and Incoherence, to appear, the 
more like Dreams, when the Mind | 
is diſturbed in Sleep: And one would 
imagine he intends to fulfil the 
greateſt Part of it. It is a common 
Obſervation amongſt fanciful People, 
when any thing happens that has a 

Similitude to Circumſtances that ap- 

peared in a Dream, to ſay, their 

Dream. is out: Though the Circum- 
ſtances may be very remote, and 

ſometimes contradictory, Miſs Byron 
ſays, © ſuch contradictory Vagaries 

« never did I know in my Slum- 
ce bers. Incoherencies of Incohe- 
« rence For Example. I * 
cc: * married to the beſt of Men: I 


0e was 


WE 5 


{elf in Holes and Corners. 
i dragged out of a ſubterraneous 


(c 


cc 
cc 


cc 


de monds, like a Glory, incompaſling . 
e my Head : a dear little Baby was 
«6 


1% 


Lucy's : : And another Ti ime it 
ec 


was Emilys s: And at another 
Time Lady Clementind's. I was 
* fond of it beyond Expreſſion.” 
And thus he goes on with 
: more Diſtreſs, that ſhe was to be 


E 2 divorced, 


* 


. 


Was not married : I was rejected 


with Scorn, as a preſumptuous g 
© Creature, I ſought to hide my- 


I was 


Cavern, which the Sea had made, 

when it once broke Bounds, and 
ic ſeemed the Dwelling of howling | 
and conflicting Winds: and when 
« T expected to be puniſhed. for my 
| Audaciouſneſs, and for repining 
at my Lot, I was turned into an 
Angel of Light : : Stars of Dia- 


put into my Arms. Once it was 
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divorced, ec. And then lays, 
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of this Volume. Mr. R 


E 


ce In another Part of my Reſ- 
« 'yerie he loved me dearly (mean- | 
9 ing Sir Charles) but when | he 
ce nearly approached | me, or I him, 
he always became a Ghoſt, and 
« flitted from me. Scenes were 
C changed from England. to Hab, 
te from Daly to England. With 
more of this Sort. And then; 3 
ec What was more ſhocking, and 
6 which ſo terrified me, that 1 
cc awoke i in an Horrour, which put 
ce an end to all my Reſveries—— 
« Sir Charles, I thought, was aſſaſ- 
cc ſinated by Greville, Ge. Vou 


will find this in Page 217 and 218 


F 
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to be a little doubtful from the Re- 


fleQion Which follows: : 66 Happily 
c c e di is that Mind, which; on the 


20 


ce one 


2 1 

« lone Hand is too Hrong to be of 
cc fected by the Aaviſb Fears it brin FL 
« with it; and on the other, rums 
e not into the contrary EZ xtreme, 
e Scepticiſm, the Parent of Infi- 
& delity.” Howeyer Sir Charles 
Grandiſon is undaunted by it, as be 
| aught, by his Character, to be. 
I have quoted thus much out of 
tis Book, to let you know how I 
hear it is interpreted by the Sequel 
of the Story, as ſome People pre- 
tend to ſay they have heard from 

Mr. R——7z, Let that be how it 
will. It is ſtrange that he ſhould 
contrive, after this Dream, to put 
it into Grevilles Head to meditate a 
freſh Attempt on Sir Charles's Life; 
who goes out with an armed Force 
to accompliſh his Deſign, but hap- 
pily miſſes Sir Charles, This ſeems 

to o be very abſurd; and would incline 

"PN one 
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one to think it was introduced for 
no Reaſon but to make out Part of 
the Dream. As to the other Parts 
of the Dream; that ſhe was married, 
and not married, as Mr. R 
marks the Word [not] in Tzalicks, it 


is they ſay unmarried again. She 


becomes a Widow, as ſeems to be 
intimated further, in Sir Gharles's 
appearing like a Ghoſt to her. That 


ſhe bides herſelf in Holes and Corners, 


ſignifies her Exceſs of Grief, That 
when ſhe expected to be puniſhed for 
repining at her Lot, She was turned 
into an Angel of Light means, that 
ſhe changes this mortal Life. for a 


happy Immortality. She dies of 


Grief, they ſay. Whoſe the Child 
is, I don't hear, but I ſuppoſe there 
is to be a Child. The Scenes ſhift- 
ing from England to Italy, and Italy 
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to England, foretel, I queſtion HP" 4 
the Viſiting of the Familie. 
' Your Ladyſhip will ſmile if 1 
ſhould ſee Mr. R — dive away 
like Monſ. Bay/e's Duck; and dif-- | 
concert his Interpreters. And I hope 1 
it will be ſo. For he cannot forget ; 
a Rule eſtabliſhed by one of the beſt 24 
Poets and Critics with reſpect to DO 
dramatic Compoſitions, which ſhould* 
be a Rule for Inventions of this 
Kind: It ſignifies “, „ Call not in 
4 4 Power Divine, unleſs the Subject 
« deſerves it, and the Occaſion re- | 
ce quires it. The ſeeking aſter an 5 
Interpretation of Dreams; is an idle 
Enquiry, that, if regarded, would 
pervert the Mind of Man from its 
proper Buſineſs, and often fill his 
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Nec Deus interfit, niſi dignus vindice nodus 


Heart 
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Heart with vnneceſſary Sorrow. At 
would be raiſing an W futuus, 
that is, Madam, a Will o the Wiſp, 
in; weak Minds, and reviving the 
exploded Superſtition of reſpecting 
all theſe imaginary Viſitations. 1 
rather wiſn him to cut his Story 
ſhort, and let the Cataſtrophe alone. 
A good Moral Writer ſhould endea- 
vour to fortify the Mind againſt 
fooliſh Impreſſions; and not betray 
in himſelf a weak Superſtition, which, 
the more he grows in Fame, will 
ſpread and hurt the more. 

What Perception of Ideas the Soul | 
has in this State of Sleep; what 
Power to compound or range them, 
how thoſe Images which preſent 
themſelves, exiſt in the SenſorßB; 
whether they are excited by the effi- 
cient Power of ſupernatural Agents, 
or are mechanically raiſed. by the 


flowing 


FE FP. 

flowing of the Animal Spirits in 
theſe Traces; remains a Secret, 
never yet ſatisfactorily made out: 
though the Subject has been well ar- 
gued by Men of the firſt Capacities. 
However, it would be an ill Office, 
to inſtruct weak Minds, how to anti- 
cipate, or, more properly ſpeaking, 
multiply the Evils of Life. Our real 
Woes are ſufficient to make the 
Heart fick, without introducing 
imaginary ones: And if we were to 
be certainly foretold of ſuch Events, 
and believed they would happen; 
we then ſuffer ſo many more Days 
of Grief than need be. hat will 
come, will come. And Whatever is, 
i right, —lI believe it ſo; though 1 
am no Neceſſitarian: The Sovereign 
Judge of all the Earth ever did, and 
ever will do, what is right. But I 
do not adopt, in its full extent, the 

Anion F er 


* } 
extravagant Syſtem of Mr. Pope, or, 
if you pleaſe, his Maſters Bolingbroke 


and Leibnitx. To ſay a Thing is 


neceſſary becauſe it is, is ſpeaking 
improperly, for want of diſtinguiſh- 
ing what Kind of MWeceſſity. I ſhall 
not trouble your Ladyſhip, with 
theſe Diſtinctions; but I think Mr. 


Pope carries his Theory as far as a 


Confiraint upon the Deity. He ſup- 
poſes that a Tenth or Ten thouſandth 
Part of our little Syſtem in the Uni- 
verſe, of our little World indeed, is 
alike abſolutely neceſſary for the well- 
being of the Whole. He has bor- 
rowed a good many of his Notions 
from a Book of Dr. Mandeville's, 
not much to be commended for its 
Morality, The Fable of the Bees. He 
ſeems to think there is not an Indi- 


_ vidual of Beaſts, Birds, or Reptiles, | 
but 1 is neceſſary in the Syſtem of the 
got 2 Whole: 


EF = Þ 
Whole: Whereas I am of Opinion; 
that not only an Individual, but 
_ even a whole Species, more or leſs, 
would break no Order of the Uni- 
verſe, or of our Syſtem, or of our 
World. It is much more rational to 
ſuppoſe of a Being of- infinite Power 
and Wiſdom that he can form the 
Number, Meaſure, and Fitneſs' of 
the minuteſt Parts of his Creation, 
by an infinite Variety, nevertheleſs 
always doing what is right, than 
that his infinite Power is circum- 
| ſcribed, that he himſelf is governed, 
by any Sort of Phyfical Meceſſity. 
Diſcovering the Analogy and Uſes, 
of the ſeveral Parts of the Creation, 
is a very different Thing: as Dr. 
Cudworthb, Mr. Ray, and Dr. Der- 
ham have done much to their Ho- 
ner.. | 


11 
1 ſhall proceed with Mr. R —2 
and remark, that one cannot ſpeak 
of his Bagatelles, without commend- 
ing his good Intention to promote 
Religion and Morality. Religion 
and Morality How comes this 


Diſtinction, I ſuppoſe your Ladyſhip 


will ſay? Alas! Madam, the Uſe 
of Words is changed, by the chang- 
ing of Manners in too many that are 


thought to be Religious. Some of 


this Character do more Hurt to the 
Religion they hypocritically pretend 
to believe, than all the babbling Ar- 
guments of the profeſſed Enemies of 


it. In the early Days of Chriſtianity 


it would have been a Soleci/m in 
Mords, to have ſpoke of that Reli- 
gion as contradiſtin& from Morality : 
Becauſe it is the peculiar, Character- 
iſtick of the Chriſtian Religion, that it 
comprehends the moſt perfect Syſtem 
n | of | 


.» 


of: Morality, that the World ever ſaw. 
The Abuſe of Truth, or the Fitneſs 
of Things, never was allowed an 
Argument that there is no Truth or 
Fitneſs of Things. Neither is the 
Miſconduct of falſe Chriſtians a 
proper Objection to the Goodneſs. of 
its Inftitution, What Infatuation 
then is it in any one to wiſh ſo 
much as to depreciate that Religion 
(confidered diſtinctly as a Rule of 
Action) which binds Man to Man by 
the moſt ſacred Obligation, even the 
Will of the Deity, in every relative 
Duty of Life, that tends to the 
Peace, Security, and good Order of 
the World! What Infatuation, I 
repeat it, to wiſn to wean Men's 
Minds from this Obligation! Let 
the ſage, /elf-/ufficient Deiſt anſwer 
it, ik he can——Whence this per- 
nicious Affectation ariſes; the In- 


conß Rency 
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confiſtency of the Deiſt's Creed; 
and the Evil Conſequences of it to 
Society; ſhall be the Subject of a 
particular Letter to your Ladyſhip. 
To return to Mr. R 1. His 
good Intention is fruſtrated; and it 
is Pity ſome of his Friends don't 
ſhew him how much he fails in his 
Labours, by incumbering his Writ- 
ings with unneceſſary Repetitions, 
tedious Narratives of very immate- 
rial Circumſtances, and ſome Ab- 
ſurdities, which cannot be reliſhed 
even in this Age, ſo candid to any 
Author that means. well, and ſeems 
to have a Goodneſs of Heart. I may 
very well ſay candid Age: How elſe 
could it bear with the Impertinence 
of the Inſpector, or countenance the 
dull Author of the V. orld. | 
The Liberty Mr. R——7z takes of 
coining Words ſhould not paſs un- 


obſerved, 
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_ 6bſerved, though not with a View to 
blame, but to commend : For I think 
he always uſes them with Propriety, 
and they give an Energy to the Ex- 
preſſion. And I like him for not 
following the modern Faſhion of 
turning Engliſh Words into Latin ; 7 
as is the Caſe when you meet with 
ſuch Words as theſe, Favor, Color, 
Honor, Clamor, Humor, Labor, and 
for no better Reaſon, that I have 
heard, than that the Spelling comes 
nearer to the Sound in the Pronun- 


wrote them ſo. This laſt Argument 
is what Mr. Locke calls Argumentum 


Mr. Locke, or I ſhould not be fo 
rude as to put Latin Words into 
this Letter, without giving you an 
Interpretation; but your Ladyſhip 


Noi how he explains this Term. 


EET T his 


ciation ; and Lord Bolingbroke has 


ad Verecundiam; you have read 
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This is, indeed, no Argument at all 
in the preſent Caſe: The Author of 
Tom Jones is juſt as good Authority 
as Lord Bolingbroke. The mixing 
of Languages, except on particular 
Occaſions, is abſurd : and not prac- 
tiſed by any Nation in Europe. If 
we are to depart from the Ortho- 

graphy of the whole Claſs of good 

Engliſh Writers of the laſt Age; 

=and only for the ſake of adapting 
the Spelling more to the Pronunci- 
ation: let us then write theſe Sort 
of Words, as we do all others of the 
like Sound in our Language, termi- 
nating them in [er] as we do, for 
inſtance, Father, Mother, Teacher, 
Learner, Summer, Winter, and the 
reſt * An ancient Writer, Madam, 


Ne dum Sermonum ſtet honos et gratia vivax. 
Multa renaſcentur, que jam cecidere, cadentque 
Quæ nunc ſunt in honore vocabula fi volet uſus, 
Quem penes arbitrium eſt, et jus, et Norma lo- 

© quendi. Hos. 
of 


4A] 


of great Fame, tells us, that Words 


_ are. continually changing their Mode 


and Uſe: So that Cuſtom may be a 


little Arbitrary in this Caſe, whether 
there be Propriety in it, or no: but I 
think ſome Regard ſhould be had to 


this Conſideration, 15 When the Latin | 
Words before mentioned were. firſt 


introduced into our Tongue, they 
were treated as. Strangers, without 
putting them into an Engliſb Dreſs: 
I have ſeen them ſo, in ſome very 
old Books, but it would be wrong 
to disfranchiſe them now, as they 
have been properly adopted by the 
Chiefs of the Republick of Letters: 
though they are not perfect Denizens 
yet. Some few Words of this Sort 
ſtill remain with us as Foreigners; 
but they have been ſo long amongſt 


us, it is Time they were naturalized. 


_ Excuſe me a little further. A like 
"0 | Novelty 
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Phyſica from qQuomn, &c. 
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Novelty prevails in ſome of our 
Words ending in ick; as Publick,” 


Critick, Phyſick, Logick, Traffick :' 


where, in the new Way, the [E] is 
left out. We perhaps took theſe. 
Words from the French, and turned 
their que into > to correſpond with 
the Idiom of our own Language; 
which was proper. No, it is ſaid; 
theſe Words may as well be derived 
from the Latin, where there is no 


[4&)}*r And why not as well from 


the Greek, from which the Latin is 
derived, and there you have no [e]. 
—Why ſhould we not be uniform in 
writing all our Words of the ſame 
Sound ending in [icł.] We cannot 
admit this new Manner, | becauſe it 
would make Confuſion of Words, 
or Words that we e did not know the 


o Criticus From. 5 1 Logica from Dorn. 


Meaning 


Meaning of. The Author of a late 
elaborate Work, called An Hiſtori- 
cal Account of the Britiſh Trade over 
the Caſpian Sea, writes in this Man- 
ner, © As we were trafficing, — 
Another ſnart Writer ſays, © he was 
« for kicing the Woman,” Becauſe 
they will not uſe the [4]. Do you 
know whether this laſt Gentleman 
means kicking or kifſ ing” ? c before 
in .all our Language is pronounced 
as an /; and therefore it ſhould be 
kiſſing ; but he does not mean fo. 
In the Word /icking, what ſhall we 
make of it, if we write it /icing 3 
that is no Engliſh Word: if we 
write it /i&ing, it means another 
Thing. I am not, Madam, going 
to write you a Diſſertation upon the 
Conſtruction of Words ; and there- 
ſore will have done, with only ſay- 
ing (what I firſt begun the Subject 

G 2 with) 
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his laſt Work of Sir Charles Grandiſon. 
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with) I commend Mr. R——- for 
writing Engliſb as the beſt Authors 
of the laſt Age have done: If we 
are to diſuſe that Way of ſpelling, I 
would know a good Reaſon for it. 1 
am told that there is a learned Gen- 

tleman, now compoſing a Dictionary, 

which will reſcue the Engliſh Lan- 

guage from this licentious Treat- 

mane ©; - - 

I beg Pardon for this Digreſſion: 

I am wandering from my Purpoſe, 
and ſhould bring this long Letter to 
a Concluſion. A little more I have 
to ſay to Mr. R 


n, He is very 


* Mr. R, in his Clariſſa, has taken 
the Liberty to invent a new Manner of ſpelling 
the Word [read] as we uſually write it in the 
Præterperfect Tenſe, which is not taken Notice of 
in the Letter, to diſtinguiſh it from the Preſent 
Tenſe; and I think he is right. He writes it ed 
quaſi readed: but he has not ventured to do ſo in 


good 


EU a: Hi 
good in inculcating the Duties of 
young Perſons to their Fathers and 
Mothers, Uncles and Aunts: and 
he carries this honoured Reſpect as 
far as it can go. No Methodiſt is 
more an Enthufiaſt in Religion, than 
| he is in this Article. And yet bis 
Hero Sir Charles Grandſon, that he 
would have an Example followed in 
every Reſpe poſſible, pays ſo little 
Regard to his Father, that he en- 
gages himſelf to marry an Talian 
Roman Catholick Lady, on ſuch Con- 
ditions as he thinks fit, without 
ever troubling himſelf about the 
Approbation or Diſapprobation of 
this honoured Parent, then living. 
Surely no Proteſtant Fathers or Mo- 
thers would like to have their only 
Son follow ſuch an Example. Here, 
Madam, I muſt treſpaſs upon your 
Patience a little longer, to clear up 


e 


this 


eK 


this Affair according to my Opinion 


of it: becauſe I have been told, that 
this ſeeming Undutifulneſs being 
charged upon Grandiſon, by the 
General, is properly anſwered by 
him. I muſt quote the Anſwer, 
and leave you to determine. See 
Vol. iii. p. 287. © I anſwered, 
+ that having no View to addreſs 
cc Lady Clementina, I had only given 


te my Father general Accounts of 
© +4 the Favours. I had met with from 
« a Family ſo conſiderable : That 
c it was but very lately that I had 
« entertained any Hopes az all, as 


« he muſt know: That thoſe 
% Hopes were allayed by my Fears 
e that the Articles of Religion, and 


“ Reſidence, would be an inſuper- 
of able Obſtacle : But that it was 


« my Reſolution, in the ſame Hour 


that 1 could have any Proſpect of 


* ſuc- 


4 


cc ſucceeding, to lay all before Kim; 5 
« and I was ſure of his Approba- 
« tion and Conſent to an Alliance 
ſo anſwerable to the Magnificence 


* 


5 


«© of his own Spirit.“ 


This ſeems to me ſuch an Anſwer 


as any wrong-headed young man 


would give, when he had taken a 
Step of ſuch Importance without the 
| Conſent of his Father. He would 
not let his Father know any thing 
of the Matter *till he was ſure X 
ſucceeding ; that is, in truth, *till 


be had engaged himſelf in Honour to 


perform his Contract: but in the 
ſame Hour that he could have any 

Proſpect of ſucceeding, he would 
lay all before him: and he was ſure 
of- his Approbation and Conſent to 
an Alliance ſo anſwerable to the 
Magnificence of his own Spirit. 
However he did not leave his Father 


any 


———— dc hr 


* * * RY e 5h by 
5 . K n= 4 £ 2 £ \ Sas, T9 q dh. 
* 22 — — WL EIS. : 4 oh age a. OY — 
3 222 Rs Sn 4 *, as 4 + 4 
— oy tee — — — e - mA — _ Frcs ns 
22 


— * 2 


ç—?N L 8gLL——ñũ0ꝓꝗ 


[ 48 ] 
any Room for a Negative in the 
Caſe. And how could a Man fo 
earneſt in point of Religion as Sir 
Charles was, think that his Father 
would have no Objection to having 
ſome of his Grandchildren brought 
up Roman Catholicks, a Father Con- 
feſſor in his Houſe, and his Son 
agree to live nine Months out of 
twelve in Italy; The Bargain was 
a fooliſh one, and unworthy of Sir 


Charles Grandiſon, it he had been 


at Liberty to act as he pleaſed : But 
I think no Son is at Liberty to act 
in an Affair of ſo much Moment as 
this was, without taking the Advice 
of his Father, Religion or no Reli- 


gion in the Caſe. But as I am only 


juſtifying my Opinion, that Sir 
Charles Grandiſon did not pay the 


Reſpect he ought, to his Father; I 
| hall let alone many Arguments that 
| might 


„ 
might be urged to this Purpoſe: 


and only ſay, that I condemn Mr. 


R——-1 for giving an Example ſo 
contrary to the Maxims he pretends 
to lay down for the Conduct of 
Youth. And this is ſtill a greater 
Fault in him, if you do but reflect, 
that he might as well have contrived 
to have had Letters delivered to Sir 
Charles at Vienna, acquaintin g him 
of his Father's Death, at the ſame 
Time that he received his Invitation 
to return to [zaly, It would have 
made no Alteration in his Story; and 
would have ſaved this Appearance of 
DilteſpeRt and Undutifulneſs. 
I think too he is a little indelicate 
in making Lady G—— infinuate 
that her Brother till kept his 
Maidenhead. I find it has hurt his 
Character a good deal with the La- 
3} diene, That Matter had better have 


H been 
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been let alone. The Rakes of my 
Acquaintance, for I have ſome Ac- 
quaintance of that Sort, but you 
will believe me that I am not in any 
thing guided by them : the Rakes, I 
ſay, condemn Sir Charles for want 
of Spirit in not taking Olivia upon 
his own Terms. The Reproach is 
very unjuſt ; becauſe it would be 
totally repugnant to Sir Charles's 
Character and Principles: And were 
we only to judge of his Conduct by 
the common Motives of Prudence; 
I think if he had engaged with her, 
he would have entangled himſelf ſo, 
that he could not have anſwered for 
any future Conduct of his Life. 
And that I may the ſooner have 
done, let this ſerve for my Opinion for 
all Engagements of that Sort. 

I think Mr. R——z makes a 
great deal too much of the terrible 


Appre- 


E 
Apprehenfions of Matrimony, and of 
Miſs Byron's almoſt Fainting, Dying; 
but as I know your Ladyſhip felt 
ſomething of theſe Palpitations on 
the Approach of the awful Day, the 
ſolemn Rite, the fearful Night, I 
muſt not take the Liberty to be fo 
free as I ſhould. otherwiſe be on this 
Occaſion. 4 12 

One Remark I + not omit; 
becauſe it comes from ſome of your 
Sex: They are very angry with 
Mr. R „ for making Miſs Byron 
give up the point of the Superiority 
in the Souls of Men over thoſe of 
Women. Many Things have been 
laid on both Sides the Queſtion : I 
will not take upon myſelf to deter- 
mine the Diſpute. I know you 
will ſay, as the Lion in the Fable 
does to the Painter, that if you had 

| Ha drawn 
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drawn the Picture, it ! not 
have been ſo. 

I did not think of writing half 
ſo much when 1 fat down. If I 
have been tedious, my Deſire of 
obliging you will make my Excuſe : 
that Intention will never be wanting, 


when your Ladyſhip is pleaſed to 
lay your Commands on 


* 


Your aten, G . 


I think 


[5] 


I think it is amiſs in Mr. N, 


not to give proper Names to 
Mr. B— and Lord G—, &c. 


It makes it unpleaſant in the 


Reading, and has given Oc- 
caſion to ſome, to call them 


Mr. Booby and Lord Gooſecap. 


Lord and Lady Davers in 


Pamela ſounds better than 


Lord and Lady D. In this 


Work of Grandiſon, you have 


| Lady D. Lady G. Lady L. 


It might as well have been 
Lady A. Lady B. and Lady 


C. I ſhould have thought 


1's fertile In- 


that Mr. R 


vention could have furniſhed 
Names that would have been 


more pleaſing | to the Reader. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


T HE faregoing Late ſhould 

have been ſent your Ladyſhip 
a Fortnight ago: but hearing that 
Mr. R——7's laſt Volume would be 
publiſhed in a few Days, I waited 
to ſend that, together with my 


Thoughts on it. My Remarks ſhall 
be very ſhort. 


The firſt bupdred 3 are flat, 
and calculated chiefly to fill up the 
Volume: Vour Ladyſhip muſt have 


| Patience. The Conduct and Beha- 


viour of Sir Charles and. his Lady, 
after the Marriage, is an Imitation of 
that of Mr. B—— and Pamela; but 
does not equal the Original. There 
is a very high Flight of Sir Edward 
B a s to his Mother in Law, 
218 which 


[ 38s J. 


which is certainly beyond Nature 


or Reaſon, This Speech of his, is 


in Page 53 of this laſt Volume. 
« Inſtead of the Year you wiſh to re- 
« main in Berkley-Square, let me 
% beg of you fill to conſiden both 
&« Houſes as your own, and me your 
% Inmate only, as in the Life-time 
« of my Father. I never will en- 
« page in Marriage but with your 
« Approbation, &c. Your ' Lady- 
ſhip is not unacquainted with 
the Compariſon made of the Siſter 
Imitative Arts of Poetry, Painting, 
and Muſick ; and the Analogy they 
bear to each other. Poetry and 
Compoſitions of this Sort are upon 
the ſame Footing. * he Speech 
above referred to, is then too 
ſtrongly coloured: or, it is like an 
unmodulated Diſcord upon the _ 
Vote of the Gamut : It is harſh; 
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too often touched. 
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grates upon the Ear. And Mr. 
N is guilty of theſe Extrava- 
gancies in ſeveral Places. You 
will readily reflect that the Praiſe 
of Sir Charles Grandiſon is a Note 
-To be briet. 
After you have got through 
an „ Pages, you will find 
Lad y Clementina coming: And you 
will find a great deal of what relates 
to her, only a pompous Manner of 
deſcribing common Things; where 
there is nothing very intereſting: 
But I think he has preſerved the 
Characters of Sir Charles and Cle- 
mentina very well. And there is 
ſome good Advice in this Volume to 
young Ladies concerning that Sum- 


mum Bonum of a Woman (your 
Ladyſhip knows what I mean) a 
Huſband. Perhaps he ſays too much 


ol it: n 6s Letter in this 
Book, 
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Book, with what was wrote. in the 
other Volumes, gives the Argument 
its full Weight. But Mr. R———» 
is a good Man, and has the Welfare 
of young Ladies greatly at Heart 3 
and thinks, I imagine, that too 
much cannot be ſaid on that Subject. 
I ſhould not paſs this Letter of Lady 
 G——'$ without obſerving, that the 
Story of Sir Arthur Poinings is very 


arch, and a-propos, And Mr, R——z 


is much to be praiſed for what he 


gives us of Lady G——'s Behaviour 
in this Volume. 

What he fays in the concluding 
Note to juſtify Sir Charles's engaging 
himſelf to Clementina, is by no 


Means an Anſwer to the Charge 


againſt him in this Letter. It is 
not, that Sir Charles ſhould be 
faultleſs; but he needed not to 


1 have 


n W 


„ 
have giren Room for Blame, on the 
eſſential Article of want of Duty to 
his Father. The reſt of that Note 
is wan, juſt. 
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